
 

    

 
 
 

  

Welcome to your Forum Newsletter  
 

Hello and welcome to the Lakes Forum Newsletter. This newsletter 
highlights the activity of the Lakes Neighbourhood Forum over the 
last year sharing with you some of our many success stories.  
 

It has been a busy year with regular Forum meetings and numerous 
grant applications that have enabled the council to support many of 
our most valued community groups.  
 

I am always eager to hear your thoughts and comments on the work 
of the County Council or Neighbourhood Forum so please feel free 
to contact me using the contact details on page four.  

 
Forum Grant pays for lifesaving equipment   
In January 2010 Windermere First Responders were awarded a grant at 
the Lakes Neighbourhood Forum which has enabled them to buy 
potentially lifesaving equipment. 

The charity, that covers Troutbeck, Troutbeck Bridge, Windermere, 
Bowness and Storrs, was awarded £1000 by the Forum in order to buy 
two training defibrillators and a resuscitation torso for Troutbeck. 

The group of volunteers are trained to give first aid following a 999 call 
until an ambulance crew are able to make it to the scene. 

The First Responders have been working since October and already 
have five defibrillators stored at locations around the Windermere area.   

Having had more than 110 call outs between October 2009 and January 
2010, and covering an area around the edge of the lake, the team found 
that an extra set of equipment would save valuable minutes in an 
emergency. 
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Lakes Neighbourhood Forum Grants 2009/2010 
 

During the 2009/2010 financial year a number of community groups have benefited from £3,700 of funding 
awarded by the Lakes Neighbourhood Forum. Groups have applied for and been awarded grants to support 
their activities or to undertake a community project.  
 

Grants have been awarded to the following groups: 
 
- Ambleside Cricket Club   - Ambleside Natural History Society  
- Ambleside Allotments Association  - Ambleside Toddlers & Play Group 
- Langdale Village Hall   - Windermere First Responders 
 

For further information about Forum Grants contact your Neighbourhood  
Development Officer on 01539 713180.  
 



Your Neighbourhood Forum has evolved! 
 

The Lakes Neighbourhood Forum has evolved into the new 
Central Lakes Neighbourhood Forum which now includes 
the parishes of Windermere, Lakes and Skelwith.  
 
The changes reflect the recent development of Local Area 
Partnerships (LAPs) across the district. The new Forum area 
will cover the same area as the Central Lakes LAP and 
continue to enable local people to have their say on local 
issues and support local community projects and initiatives.  
 
Further details on the new look Neighbourhood Forums can 
be found on the council’s website at 
www.cumbria.gov.uk/neighbourhoodforums  or by contacting 
the County Council’s Community Team for South Lakeland 
on 01539 713180. 
       

  

Local Area Partnerships (LAPs) 
 

LAPs are made up of parish, district and county 
councillors for the area, with the intention of working 
together to find sensible solutions to local issues and 
services.  
 
Its early days but the LAPs are developing action 
plans based on community parish plans, issues 
logged and community knowledge and feedback. 
Currently the top issues identified by the Central 
Lakes LAP are; improving public spaces, planning for 
community emergencies and responding to the ‘Talk 
Toilets’ consultation.  

                                   

 
As the LAP develops it will be able to work 
alongside the Neighbourhood Forum ensuring 
that everyone living in the area has the 
opportunity to influence the work of the LAP. 
 
For more information about LAPs visit: 
http://www.southlakelandlsp.org.uk/local%20area
%20partnerships.aspx  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Opportunity for Local Groups Needing Money  
 

Putting a new heating system in the village hall?  Making a mural?  
Starting an environmental project? Fund-raising for new 
playground equipment? Thinking of a new community project? 
 

Community projects which benefit local people can be considered 
for funding by the Neighbourhood Forums. We can also suggest 
other organisations which may also fund your project. 

 

If you have an idea or are involved in a group which needs 
funding or other advice, please call the County Council’s Area 
Support Team for South Lakeland  on 01539 713180. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Attending your local Neighbourhood Forum could be life changing!!  
 

For members of the community attending the Lakes Neighbourhood Forum it has paid off a couple of times 
recently. 
 

At a Forum meeting last year, Hayes Gardenworld gave a presentation about their new building 
development, which is now underway. Later in the meeting Mr Hayes heard that people were in need of 
allotments in Ambleside. In response he kindly offered a piece of land near Hayes Gardenworld. 
 

This is a great example of how the Forum can help facilitate connections between people from the same 
community through meeting and discussing local issues. Since then, meetings about the possibility of 
developing an allotment site have taken place with planners, and we hear things are progressing well. 
 

At the following Neighbourhood Forum, we heard from a Lake District National Park Ranger. The ranger was 
being questioned about the problem of hazel bushes on the Waterhead car park which had grown to block 
the view of the lake from Lake Road. A member of Ambleside Climate Change Forum was quick to provide 
the answer by asking for the hazel poles when they had been cut down for use as bean poles – the Ranger 
was pleased to find a local use for them.  

You Said, We Did… 
 

Community Projects feel the benefit of a 
new County Council funding scheme. 
 

A new County Council funding scheme has 
enabled County Councillors, working with local 
residents, to identify and solve community 
issues/problems by the funding of a number of 
community projects. The Local Capital Funding 
Scheme has supported a variety of projects 
across the whole of Cumbria.  
 

In the Lakes Forum area there has been a 
problem towards the bottom end of St Mary’s 
Churchyard where, during heavy rain, the beck 
floods the lower graves. The issue was raised at 
the Neighbourhood Forum to find a solution to the 
flooding problem.   
 

The answer came with County Councillor David 
Earnshaw committing some of his new Local 
Capital Funding to solve the problem. South 
Lakeland District Council undertook the work 
recently, and hopefully that will sort the problem. 
 

David was also approached by Grasmere Village 
Hall which needed funding to install secondary 
glazing, as part of its efforts to reduce heating bills 
and carbon use. The Hall is looking to install a 
renewable energy heating system, so the 
Neighbourhood Forum may well be hearing from 
the committee again in the future. 
 

Planning a better Waterhead 
 

The Lakes Neighbourhood Forum has hosted 
discussions and consultations over recent months 
about how to make improvements at Waterhead.   
 

Some people like things as they are, and others 
can see the potential for improvements which 
would benefit residents, businesses and visitors 
alike. Getting agreement on what’s best can be 
tricky! 
 

Jayne Kendall from South Lakeland District Council 
has been working with others to develop a plan. 
The ‘concept design’ has now been approved, and 
Jayne assured people at the Forum that as many 
local materials and businesses as possible will be 
used.   
 

Elements of the plan include: 
 

�  New ‘short stay’ jetties at Borrans park 
�  Improved entrances and paths in Borrans 

park 
�  An increase in the number of spaces in the 

car park 
�  Landscaping between the youth hostel and 

the lake 
�  Slight changes to the road alignment to 

provide increased pedestrian and recreation 
space at the lake front 

�  The promenade will run to the Wateredge 
Hotel only as no agreement has been 
reached to continue it to connect with 
Borrans Park. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Central Lakes Forum County Councillors:   South Lakeland Area Support Team: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Got something on your mind? There are loads of ways to ‘Say It’ 
 

If you have a comment, suggestion or concern, about the County or District Councils or services in your 
community, there are loads of ways for you to speak up and influence how local decisions are made.  
 
Get in touch - Call the Council’s Community Team for South Lakeland using the contact details below. They 
can help you find the best way for you to get involved with local issues, advice on how to get your voice heard 
on the issues that matter to you or find funds for a community project. 
 
Go Online - Find the way to speak up and get involved that suits you, as well as local news and projects at 
www.cumbria.gov.uk/sayit  
 
Contact your Councillor - Your county or district councillor can provide advice and suggestions to your 
concerns, speak on your behalf or help you get in touch with the right people. Find your councillor at 
www.cumbria.gov.uk/sayit  or by contacting the Community Team for South Lakeland. 
 
Come along to a Neighbourhood Forum - Neighbourhood Forums are an opportunity for you to get 
involved in issues affecting your area, and to get information about local services. How could things in your 
community be improved?  You can talk to decision makers and local residents, and raise your own ideas for 
community improvement.  

Central Lakes Neighbourhood Forum dates for 2010/2011 
 

Tue 8th June, 7pm, Ambleside Parish Centre  Mon 13th Dec, 7pm, Kelsick Centre, Ambleside 
Wed 28th July, 7pm, Marchesi Centre, Windermere   Thur 17th Feb, 7pm, Ladyholme Centre, Windermere 
Wed 29th Sept, 7pm, Skelwith Village Hall    Mon 14th Mar, 7pm, Grasmere Village Hall  
Tue 16th Nov 7pm, Rayrigg Rooms, Bowness 
 

Contact us… 
 

If you would like any further information about any of the issues raised in this newsletter, or wish to suggest 
future Forum topics for discussion, please get in touch with your County Councillor or Neighbourhood 
Development Officer.  
 

 

County Offices, 
Busher Walk 
Kendal 
LA9 4RQ 
 
Tel: 01539 713180 
Email:  communityunitsl@cumbriacc.gov.uk  
Web:  www.cumbria.gov.uk/neighbourhoodforums  
 
Debbie Binch  
Neighbourhood Development Officer  
Tel:  01539 713181 
Email:  debbie.binch@cumbriacc.gov.uk   

 

Jim Bland , Lyth Valley  
Email:  james.bland@cumbriacc.gov.uk 
Tel:  015395 68576 
 
 
 
 

David Earnshaw,  Lakes 
Email:  david.earnshaw@cumbriacc.gov.uk 
Tel:  015394 33573 
 
 
 

Claire Salisbury,  High Furness 
Email:  claire.salisbury@cumbriacc.gov.uk  
Tel:  015394 36611 
 
 
 

Jo Stephenson,  Windermere  
Email: jo.stephenson@cumbriacc.gov.uk 
Tel:  015394 45448 
 

 


